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Semantics or What? 
It is truly exciting for Jean and me to be a part of the family of Southside! May the LORD direct 
our steps going forward. 

Perhaps, like me, you have heard other Christians refer to their local church or 
fellowship with one of these appellations: Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, Messianic, non-
denominational, Pentecostal, et al. If we were to compile a list of all the various denominations 
in the world today, depending on the specific criteria utilized, the list would be from a few 
hundred to many thousands. Are we really so divided? 

The answer to our questions is, “Yes” and “No.” With only a few exceptions, all 
denominations, more or less, attribute the Holy Bible as the spiritual foundation for their 
beliefs. If the Bible is the foundation for most of these groups, and if one group identifies 
themselves as non-denominational and another as Baptist, are the differences simple semantics? 
Semantics may be defined as “the language used (as in advertising or political propaganda) to 
achieve a desired effect on an audience especially through the use of words with novel or dual 
meanings” (Merriam-Webster). Can denominations be boiled down to people saying the same 
thing but using different words? 

The answer to our second questions is, “Yes” and “No.” The Bible in its original form 
and language had a clear message to the original readers. We read in Romans 3:2, “Much in 
every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles [revelations; words] of God” 
(ESV). The KJV states, “Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God.” (By doing further study we know that it is the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob who were entrusted with the care for the twenty-four scrolls that today make up the 
Tanakh, what is referred to as the Old Testament.) 

I was once asked, “Why do Christians worship the cross?” I replied that they do not 
worship the cross. In an effort to prove his point, the person stated, “Every church I’ve been in 
has a big cross located up front and all the people face it when they pray.” This statement 
opened my eyes to a reality that has not left me to this day. You see, the Bible does unit people 
that truly desire to serve and worship the Creator and Author of the Book (the Bible). It is not 
the Bible that separates us. What separates us is what we think about the others that are not part 
of our sect or denomination. It is our traditions that may separate us. Sadly, often these 
traditions were created over time by people and were not always established through an 
objective study of the Word of God.  

John 8:31-32, “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, ‘If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free’” 
(ESV).  In this passage, Christ is saying that we must abide in Him and that we must abide in 
His Word (do His Word). The Bible should be the foundation for living. For the sake of unity, 
perhaps we should all return to the Holy Bible even if it costs us a few of our sacred traditions 
or artifacts. 

Pastor Michael 
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SCHEDULES 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK:      FEB. 02:  Jerry  Davenport:  09: Swep 
James; 16:  David King; 23: Bill Mayes 
NURSERY: FEBRUARY    -  NURSERY schedule posted in nursery. 
 
COUNTING :FEB.  02:   Gary Collins, Cindy  White,  Delores Ramirez; 
09: Meriam King, Margaret Sleeper, Cheryl Brackett; 16: Lyn Carroll,  
Delores Ramirez, Jose Ramirez; 23: Nila Culpepper,    Margaret 
Hathaway, Gary Collins 
 
USHERING:  FEBRUARY 
 
2/2,  2/16 Jerry Davenport, Bill Mayes, John Sandhoff, Jesse Bow  
 
2/9,  2/23: Sam Brinson, Gary Collins, Mike Jakubowski, Jose Ramirez 
Alternates: Linwood Nelms, Dan Bow 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
THE NEWS is published monthly by  SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, 
Chesapeake, Virginia (757-545-5532) Nora Nelms, Editor; Michael Rilley, Pastor 
Website:southsidebaptist23324.org  
Email:  southsidebaptist23324@gmail.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL           9:45AM 

 
MORNING WORSHIP   11:00AM 

 
   MAILING ADDRESS 

1200 BAINBRIDGE BLVD. 
CHESAPEAKE VA 23324 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY   
 

Feb. 2:   Heather Woodard   Feb. 10: Marissa Brackett 
Feb. 2:   Ron Workman  Feb. 10:  Ramyah Joyner 
Feb. 4:   Doug Davis  Feb. 13:  Lucy Ott 
Feb. 5:   Robin Workman  Feb. 17:  Josie Woodard 
Feb. 9:   James High  Feb. 21:  Winnie Vogl 
Feb. 9:   Delores Ramirez  Feb. 28:  Marilyn Lewis 
Birthdays wishes are on the sign each month.  Birthday cards will no longer be mailed.  
                               
 REMEMBER IN PRAYER   
  
 PRINCESS ANNE HEALTH & REHAB CTR.:      
Linda Mayes Rm. 412 
CRITICAL CARE HOSPITAL Richmond- ICU 
Clara Clewis                     
HOME:   Linda Campbell, Stephanie, Nila     Culpepper,   Jerry 
Davenport, Margie Davenport, Doug Davis,   June Hogan, Dot Henley, 
Helen  Ketchem, Alene Lankford, Peggy Martinez,  Elsie Riggs,  
Marion Sandhoff  Mary Sawyer, Laura Sharples, Corretta Simmons,  
Winnie Vogl,  Jean Ward,  Donna White, Ron Workman 
 
 

  MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST   
 

On February 1st   the Men’s Prayer Breakfast  will meet 
at 8:00am.  All men are invited and encouraged to bring a 
friend. 

 
WOM AND DEACONS 

 
 The WOM and Deacons will meet on Monday, February 3rd at 

6:30 pm.     
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FRIENDSHIP/SWEETHEART  BANQUET   
 
Our Friendship/Sweetheart Banquet will be held on 

Saturday, February 15th ,   at  6:00pm.  It is always a fun time with 
our Church family and friends at Southside.  A delicious meal is 
always included and the meal will be prepared and served by our 
Deacons.  However, we do need help with desserts and ask that you 
bring a favorite dessert to share. Our widows and widowers will be 
recognized during this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There will be a BREAKFAST on Sunday, February 23rd at 9:00am 

We have some excellent cooks making breakfast  so come and check them 
out.  

 
The Budget and Finance Committee will meet on February 25th   

at 6 pm.  
 
 There will be a meeting of the Church Council on Tuesday. 

February   25th at  6:30 pm 
 
Welcome New Member: Charlie Poole 
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MY TWEET LORD ------MATTHEW 

Read Matthew 9:9-13****** 
 

Can you believe God called a corrupt tax collector to follow him.  
That’s like God marching into the Capitol building in Washington and 
asking a shady politician to follow him.  Or entering a women’s clinic 
and asking an abortion doctor to follow him.  Or busting through an Al 
Qaeda compound and asking a terrorist to follow him.  Or walking onto 
a studio lot and asking an atheist actor to follow him.  Or entering a 
megachurch and asking a corrupt evangelist to follow him.  Or driving 
to a dealership and inviting a crocked car salesman to follow him.  Or 
stepping onto a stage and asking a rapper of explicit lyrics to follow 
him.  Or slipping into a strip club and asking a dancer to follow him. 
 If God called Matthew, he could call anybody.  Only those who 
thought they were good enough to be called God’s chosen questioned 
Jesus’ Choice of friends.  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick.  (Mathew 9:12), Jesus replied.  Jesus didn’t come to call those 
good enough.  The choices were rather slim.  So he called those who 
needed healing and were willing to get better.  That means he could 
call anyone, even you and me. 
 

YOUR BIBLE CHALLENGE 
 

1. Where was Matthew sitting when Jesus called? 
2. What two groups of people were eating with Jesus and the 

disciples at Matthew’s house? 
3. Jesus told the Pharisees he desired mercy but not what? 
4. Jesus told the Pharisees he did not come to call the righteous 

but whom? 
5. According to Luke 5:27, what other name was Matthew 

known by? 
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Answers to My Tweet Lord ------Matthew 

1.  At the tax collector’s booth (Matthew 9:9) 
2. Tax collectors and sinners (Matthew 9:10) 
3. Sacrifice (Matthew 9:13) 
4. Sinners (Matthew 9:13) 
5. Levi (Luke 5:27) 

 
 
 

MOBILE PANTRY (FOOD BANK) 
 

WEDNESDAY –  February 26th  
   

11:30AM-1:00PM 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO TURN 
YOUR CLOCKS 

 
FORWARD 
 ONE HOUR  
MARCH 8TH  
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